TOUCHING 


BAPTISM: 


"SHEWENG, 


I. What Baptiſm is;with 1 its ſionification: 


H. Who are fit Subjects to be Baptized. 
Hl. The Good Old Way of Bapt iings 
IV. Some Objections Anſwered. 
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: By Matthew Fenn. 


————_— 


Matth. 3 


John, to be Baptized of him. 


Jeremiah 6. 16. 
Thus faith the Lord, Stand ye in the Ways, and 1ſee 
and ash for the 'o1d Paths, where is the Good 


[ 10. | 
a Then cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Jordan = 2 


Way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall, find reſt for 
Your Souls: But they ſaid, We will not walk 


therein. 
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The Epiſtle. 


; [ Hee Lines I teſire may be ex- 
uſed by ſerious Souls; agd al- 


though ſomeMen may not read them, 
yet 1 hope they will not abuſe them:The 


Author's. Endeavours extend not to 


that Greatneſs of Skill. which ſome 


Men deſire; yet tho? they may mort: 


fit all Men, they may do good toſome. 
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| Cogeshall in Eſſex, 


T he C aptious are always apt to de{piſe. 
that which the Prudent value ; becauſe: 


that the Lord chafeth baſe Things FH 


. Cconfouna the Mighty : Therefore, my 


Chriſtian Friends, Hand the matter, 


and ariſe, and be "OI 
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'L What Bi Gifo fs. 


B27 JSM is a a Goſpel- Ordinatice, 
<I- ordained by-Chriſt Himſelf, when 
All Power was giver bim;. both in Hea- 
Ven AUAIR Barehy Mat. 26: 8, 19. 


TICK; 'Ss $5 -&2 


And: it is oneof, the great Wirpeſſs 


Chriſt left to bear Record | in Earth ; 
Int FJobn,s 


- 8. There are three that > Ser 
Whine (9s Earch, the Spirit, the Water, 
anx"\ the * 'Bloud ; and- aloe; Thyee agree 
#9. Oxe. : 

And. ſo it is: 'ofte: of the: great Ga- 
cxaments of the New'Teſtament, which 
ſig ignifieth.the Death, Burial Reſurre&i- 


6n and" Alcenfion of our Lord Teſus;z 


ſhewing clearly, that as Chriſt wy for 
our Sins, was buried, roſe again from the 


_ dead, aſcended up on high ; even ſo we 


being qcad. fo Sin,” - ſhould be. buried with' 
him in Baptiſm into death; that like as 

Chriſt was raiſed from the dead, by 
the Glory of the Father, even fo We 
alſo Poul walk in mniwneſs of life, 


Rom. 6. 13, 45+ 
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C5); 
What Baptiſm is... '! 


Pm 1s aSacrament;' = ILY 


Which tous ſignifie, _ !..1 
That God-the Father Jeſus ſent, 
And he for us did dies. 05 3 55h IT; =Y 


And that he inthe; Gazi was = ed 
'J' And alſo buried, : 
Whed he our dreadful Debt had, OY 
For which his Bloud was wE, 


And that he-did ariſe again,:: 19 hk 
Aſcended up on bigh, -.->-: nab 
When he.the Enmity had lain: 
All chis it fi gnihe. "3 
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And chuame plainly may parceine * 

What wes the Lord's intent, +. 
When he was pleas?d withus toleare. Þ! 
This Holy Sacrament. od 
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(6:) 
Il. Who may be Baptized. 


E that belieweth;,: ad T; baprized, 
ſhall be ſaved, [Mark 16. 16, * 
But mpe} they believed naw; preaching 
theThings concerning the Kingdom of God, 
and the Name of Teſus Chriſt, they were 
baptized both Men andWemen,; As 8.12. 
And as they went on their way , they 
Came witv a certain, "AECY ; andthe Enuch 
ſaid, See," here 3 Wrtt ;. what doth 


binder me tobe baptiſed ? 


And Philip ſaid, If thoubelieveſt with 
all thine heart, thou may ſt.” And he an- 


f wered and fad, T believe that FefmnsChri ft —[ 


3s the Son of God. 

And he commanded the Chari of to Send 
fill, "nd "they went both down into the 
Water, both Philip azd che Enuch, and - 
be dapliſed bm, Ats 8. 37, 38, 39. 

Then they that” gladly received his 
Word, were baptized, Acts 2. 41. 

And without _ it ts irpoſſible to 

pleaſe Goa, Heb. 11. 6 
. For what ſocver 6 i not of Faith is Si in, 


HS Rom, 14- 23. 


Who 


For thus our Saviour dear advisd, 
 InScripture you mayſce. 
Faithis thatGrace which makes Soutft” 
Their. Saviour to obey ; 
| Letzs labour then that'Grace to gets | 
To help us.ibthe way, Dl 
ff hon 4 Vopr all TN befieve, _ . © 


Then Baptiſin thou may*{t receive 
And thus it was of old. 

Bit where that Grace 'cannot be found; 

% Weclearly underſtand, 

| Snchito baptize there is no ground, 

" They build upon the ſand. "Hf 

And when the ſtormy Winds do blow, 
And Rain it doth deſcend, 

Then great will be their Orerthrow, | 
And Woe will be their end. 

Then beg of God to give thee Faith” ' | 
'To follow Chriſt herein; = 

For as the holy Scripture faith, 
. What's not of Faith, is fi in. 


C2) 
Who may be Baptized. - .: ..'\ 


E that believes, and.is baptiz%d, | 
'Tis he fhall-ſaved be ; 


vhs hr 


hillip the Enuch told, 
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III. The good oldWay of Baptizing. 


Ohn-did baptiz« in the Wilderneſs, and preached 

J ©the Baptiſm of "Repentance for the remiſmn.of 
Sins. And there: went © t'r0.bim all the Land of 
Judza, ,ard theyuf:;herutalems and.were all bapti- 
zed of him in the River, Jordan, confeſſing their 
Sins, Mark I; 4,.5:;, Math. 3.1, 2, 5,7. : 
"Ard it came'to paſs fi! thoſe” days," that! Feſus 
came from Nazareth sf Gflilee; and:was bypti;ed 
* of Join C1N Jardatt Yſcmarkthat.) Aathftrewhts 
way coming up out of the Water he ſaw the: Heawths 0- 
pened,and the Spririt libe a Dowe deſcending upan him: 

And there came a Voice from Heaven ſaying, Thou 
art my beloved Som,'*m whom 1 am well pleaſed, 
Mark 3g; 10; £8 Y {7 1003 772006 10G ? 

After theſe thingscame Feſus and his Diſciples in- 
forthe, Batubof Judea, and, there he tarried with 
them,” ahd baptiſed : © 'v Goes” {ag 

ſohn alſo was baptizing it Enon nea? to Salim, 
becauſe. there was'"'much Water there : And' they. 

Came (mark that) and were baptized, John 3.23. 

A(t 19.4, 5. ard Paul, John verily baptized 
with the Baptiſm of -Repentance, | fayinz . unto. the 
People, That they ſhnuld believe on him that ſhould 
come after him, that is ,on Chriſt. When they heard this, 
they were baptized in the Nam? of ESE Zeſus. 

inAQs8. 35, 379 38, 4n4Philip ſaid, 1 
ft - Zhou A thine heart, thou —_ L oy 
Bil. he anſwered and ſaid, T believe that 7eſus Chriſt is 
b rhe Son of God. - And-he commanded the Chariot t1 
ftand ftill ; and. they went doren both'into the. Water, 
both Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized him. 


The 
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(9 ) 
The Good Old Way of Betizing; 


Aptizing is not. Sprinkling, 9 My : 
B As fondly ſome rag ; EI 
But it 15 quite another thin 
To Dipis to Baptize. | 
We find our Blefted Saviour went © _ 
Down into Zord-n's Flood, (Mark Is 9. 
As in his Holy Teſtament - 
clearly underſtood ;- : -, wo 
Fo &tning up from thence; -we read - — + # 
The Heavens opened were, , . bg 
Ahd the Trinity indeed,” nl OR GN 
This Truth confirmed there : © ' +72 #4 
The Son down 1ato Fordan werit IF 
And coming up againg,  - | Ea. 
The'Haly Ghott made-a deſcent, ' ..:.5.9 cif; 
- And on hita did remainz ' Ah 
And lo a Voice from Heaven fell, bt! 
'Tis my Beloved San, . 
And he indeed hath pleas'd me well, 
In that which he hath done. 1157 $t9] 
But Men are now too lofty grown 
Their Saviour dear to follow; - + 
In vain Inventions of their own 
They'd rather lie and wallow. 
What, dipt as Chriſt was? that's too low- 
For moſt in this our. Ages _- 
Naaman-like they angry grow, E 2 King.5.11,12. 
And fall into a Rage | 
| As$T my {elf have heard ſome ſay, 
*  AsnowT tell to thee, 
Before they would be ſav'd that way, 
«They d never fayed be, 


"But the us, humble, gracioys Soul, 


(10) 


Their Saviour ders will eye, 
And follow him without controul, 

There js great reafon why. 
Chriſt's way it is. the cleareſt caſe, 

Though Men do it gainſay'; 


"Be thou baptiz'd a$Jeſus. was, 


For that's the only ho 
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IV. Some Qbjections alfwarid, * 


And now why tarrieſt thou 2 ariſe and be baptized 
Aqs 22. 16. ---- | 


[% mark well,. my Chriſtian Friend, 
'Þ 


And be thou well advis'd:; 
is Counſel Chriſt to Pauldid ſend, (AF. 
Ariſe and be baptizd,. «. 6 


| 3 Pray what ObjeCtions caini{t thou make, 


Or wherefore doſt thou tarry:? 
God's Counſel now I-pray' thee take, 
Left that thy Soul: miiſcarry. 


The. Firſt ObjeRion. 


Jt From the Pulpit hath been Pol, 


As aw I tell tf thee, | W | 


Our Engliſh Climate: is ſo- cold, 


| Too cold it is for me. 
Tf T this thing ſhould undertake, 
** And harm ſhoul# catch thereby, 
The Truth may ſuffer for my ſake, 
If T fall fitk and. 7 


cn) 


Anſwer to the Firſt ObjeAton. 
Pray hearken now, my Friend to me 3 
If Gold thy Life ſhould take, 
And thou ſhouldſt not baptized be, 
What anſwer epuldſt thou make ? ? 
If thou God's Cquncil doit reject, 
Then he will be thy Foe 
If thou thy Duty. do'ſt negle&, 
Then that will cauſe thy woe, 
Come, come, my Friend, aad don't diſtruſt 
The help of Chriſt thy Lord, 
For he did never prove unjuil, 
Nor falſifie his Word: 
His Grace it will ſufficient be, 
His Power he'll make known, 
And he will ſurely ſtand by thee; 
If thou his Truth do'ſt own, 
O then, I pray, God's Counſel take, - 
And let thy Soul be pris'd z | 
O beg the Lord for the Lord's ſake. 
. Ariſe and be baptiz'd. | 


The Second ObjeQion. 
It is a mean deſpiſed way, | 
A way that Men do ſcorn, | 2oabs 18 
And is fo much deſpis'd this day, | | 
It hatdly can-be -born < | 
if I this thing ſhould undertabe, | 
And ſhould aptized be, 
My Friend's I fear would me forſake, 
And look aloof on me. 
þ Anſ Wer. + 
Calleſt that that mean which Chriſt comments 
which ke hath authoriz'd ? 
And we.in Scripture underſtand 
He was himſelf baptiz d.- 


(12 ) 
And what, are Men now grown ſo proud, 
That Truth. cannot be born ? © ” | 
Do they agaiaft it ery aloud, 
And hold it in great ſcorn?” 
"How will they,anfwer it atlaſt, 
| ED woes Chriſt to-Judgment call, 
"ne he on them'Contempt ſhall caſt, 
'w hat woe will them befall? 
Then follow thou” God's holy ways 
Although it be deſpis'd.- * -* 7 
Wouldthby be bleſt another day 2. 


Ariſe and be baptiz'd. Wl 2 6:1, 
og { 
The Third Objeftion; 2 EP 
ut T have in my Infancy HON BO 9t 2 
Baptiz'd already. been : ; 1 


And what, ſhuld;T now that deny, " 
And be baptiz'd again?” OO » 
Godfathers ah#'Gotmothers toy, « * 
For me to God did wow, © 0 
And that I hope for me will a 5; 
 T pray what ſayſt thou now. ' 
00133; | Is of; 
Anſwer, . 
In Infancy thou waſt too young,” 
(Mark well what here Iſay;) 
Thou ſhouldſt confeſs Chriſt with thy Tongue, | 
And then his Truth obey. * - 0 
Thy Godfathers and Mothers: which - 
Of them thqu' ſeem'ft- to boaſt, 
In Scripture wecan find noae ſuch, FLY 
Therefore thy Strength is loſt. . 
Theſe are but things ordaii'd by Mco, | 
By Men they were devisd. 
O be not thou deceived then, 
* Ariſe and be baptiz'd, 


4 


(13) 
The Fourth ObjeRion.” L WA ; 
But T a true Believer am, Bl! 
And truly fearthe Lord, *: " For 
And reverence his holy Name,” OJ 16; 3332! 
According to his Word : Gl ON 
The Lord his holy Spirit tz 
Now unto me hath given 3 CT LE 
And mufi I yet baptiz' d be, 15029 Bas 9027 
Who am baptiz'd from Heaven af 
Th 4s enough without controul, . 
T pray makens reply 3 
This is enough to ſave my Soul, 
No Man can this deny. 


Anſwer. 
This 15 dept a bleſs'd eſtates 
With thee I will agree z ©: i 7 
And is as plain without debate, 
Thou may'lt baptized be. þ; © 
Cornelius was as good a Man, - (AQs. 10, 
As moſt that wecan find, © I,-----48, 
As by the Scripture prove I can, + / | 
He few Men came behind : | 
'Devout he was, and fear'd.the Lord, 
And pray'd moſt fervently, _ 
His Alms they were ſo ſpread abroad,” 
They reach'd above the Sky. + - 
Yea, and the holy Spirit too, - 
God unto him had given; 
And yet we find he'd work ta do, 
Although baptiz'd from Heay'n ; 
Baptiz'd he muſtwith Water be, 
It ſtood him ſo in hand, 
As in the Scripture you may fee, . 


Peter I 0.cqmmand. 


LT £04) 
And now fram hence I doiafcr, 
The better that Men be, I # 
| That they thereby the fitter are 
li. Baptized for to be. 
Jl! - Therefore no longer ſtout it out, 
i But be thou advertis'd ; 
It is thy Duty, make no doubt, 
Ariſe and be baptiz'd. . 
The Fifth Obje&tion. 
' Pray hear me yet this one thing more, | n | 
Tt was ſo in its day; pay if 
But now Baptizing's out of door, 
And vaniſh'd quite away. 
Anſwer. 
Alas, poor Soul! who told thee ſo ? 
Is't not Preaching's Companidy.? (Matt. 
It is of God the Scriptures ſhow, 28. 19. 20. 
And can't he 'nulld by Man. | 
This is a ſubtile thing indeed, 
__ -By crafty Men ſurmiz'd, 4 
Therefare I pray repent with ſpzed, | 
Ariſe and be baptiz'd. 


The Call to Submit. 


Ome, Friend, what linger yetlike Lot * . 
What, loth for to obey 
That Bleſſed Lamb that had no Spat, | 
| Ariſe and come away. J. 
| The Lamb of God let's follow now, | 
| Where-ever he doth go; EET 
He was baptiz'd, and ſo myſt thou, - 

He hath commanded ſo. | 
Tho' thou waſt born'of Parents good, - |: : -.. 
And haſt by them been train'd, As 
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And many things haſt underſtood, - 


By Natural Parts attain'd 3 


_ Hf Abraham had thy Father been, 


And thou hadſt been Rantiz'd, - 
"Twill not ſuffice 3 I ſay again, 
Ariſe and be Baptiz'd. 


- By another Hand. 


CO Hall the Son of God Baptized be, 


By bis Great Forerunner John? 
The Almighty Father and Eternal Spirit 
With pleaſure too look on : (Luke. 3. 
And ſhall not I, poar ealled Soul, 2t. 
Moſt gladly ſubmir thereto! 22,23. 


* Forit*s:a favour He will bid me do. 


Shall the Potent Prince Emanuel 
Send. or the Univerſe | 

Hu Ambaſſadors, for to proclaim 
His Greatneſs, and Baptize ? 

And ſhall not Grace prevail with me 
To bow my ſelf, giveChr:ftheCronn, 


| Andbe Baptized as hedoth enjoin ! 


Be - 


' Shall th* Eternal Spirit, Father and Son 


Work wonderfully for ever, 


Þ Conguering ſtubborn rebellious, Wills, 


bat Salvation may be ſecure ? 
And fhall not I that conquer'd am, 
By his Goodneſs and bis Pow?r, 
Bapti z'd 2s his SubjeCt cvermore, 
FINIS. | 


- 04 cenoigiime es * rote conan Ag ” 
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